Corruption destroys one’s inner self.

The belief was a favorite one with our forefathers, as
betokening that their infant commonwealth was under
celestial guardianship of perculiar intimacy and strictness.
But what shall we say, when an individual discovers a
revelation addressed to himself alone, on the same vast
sheet of record! In such a case, it could only be the
sympton of a highly disordered mental state, when a man,
rendered morbidly self-contemplative by long, intense, and
secret pain, had extended his egotism over the whole
expanse of nature, until the firmament itself should appear

no more than a fitting page for his soul’s history and late

(103).



