Religion deceives people.

“What do we talk of marks and brands, whether on the bodice of her
gown or the flesh of her forehead?” cried another female, the ugliest as well
as the most pitiless of these self-constituted judges. “This woman has
brought shame upon us all, and ought to die. Is there not law for it? Truly
there is, both in the Scripture and the statute-book. Then let the magistrates,
who have made it of no effect, thank themselves if their wives and daughters

go astray!”

“People of New England!” cried he, with a voice that rose over them,
high, solemn, and majestic,-- yet he had always a tremor though it, and
sometimes a shriek, struggling up out of fathomless depth of remorse and
woe, -- “ye, that have loved me!--ye, that have deemed me holy!--behold me
here, the one sinner of the world! At last--at last!--1 stand upon the spot
where, seven years since, I should have stood, here, with this woman, whose
amr, more than the little strength wherewith I have crept hitherward, sustains

me at this dreadful moment” (172).



