APPEARANCE motif

Little Pearl —who was as greatly pleased with the
gleaming armor as she had been with the glittering frontispiece
of the house —spent some time looking into the polished mirror
of the breastplate.

“Mother,” cried she, “I see you here. Look! Look!”

Hester looked, by way of humoring the child; and she
saw that, owing to the peculiar effect of this convex mirror, the
scarlet letter was represented in exaggerated and gigantic
proportions, so as to be greatly the most prominenet feature of
her appearance. In truth, she seemed absolutely hidden behind
it. Pearl pointed upward, also, at a similar picture in the
headpiece; smiling at her mother, with the elfish intelligence
that was so familiar an expression on her small physiognomy.
That look of naughty merriment was likewise reflected in the
mirror, with so much breadth and intensity of effect, that it
made Hester Prynne feel as if it could not be the image of her
own child, but of an imp who was seeking to mould itself into
Pearl’s shape.

“Come along, Pearl,” said she, drawing her away. “Come
and look into this fair garden. It may be we shall see flowers

there; more beautiful ones than we find in the woods.”



“ ‘Prithee, friend, leave me alone with my patient,” said the

practitioner” (70).

“And thus, while standing on the scaffold, in this vain show of
expiation, Mr. Dimmesdale was overcome with a great horror
of mind, as fi the universe were gazing at a scarlet token on his

naked breast, right over his heart” (153).

“ ‘Children will not abide any, the slightest, change in the
accustomed aspect of things that are daily before their eyes.

Pear]l misses something which she has always seen me wear’”

221).

“ ‘Hester Prynne,’ cried he, with a piercing earnestness, ‘in the
name of Him, so terrible and so merciful, who gives me grace,
at this last moment, to do what—for my own heavy sin and
miserable agony —I withheld myself from doing seven years

ago, come hither now and twine thy strength about me!””” (265).



